WHAT YOU’LL NEED

FINISHING OFF

Take this into store with you to make
sure you get everything in one trip.
For this project the following materials
and equipment are required:

JJ Now

MATERIALS:
FF

 egs: Four 90 x 90mm posts at 850mm
L
long

FF

 helf: Nine 200 x 25mm palings
S
at 700mm long

FF

 ench top: Three 300 x 50mm planks
B
at 1800mm long

FF

 rame: 3 x 2 rails, 75 x 50mm: Five at
F
1700mm long and five at 700mm

FF
FF

36 coach screws (75x10mm)
20 tek screws (100mm)

FF TOOLS:
FF Mitre saw
FF Hammer
FF Chisel
FF Battery drill
FF Circular saw
FF Sash clamp
FF Bench vice
FF Ruler

complete the top of the bench. We’ve used three
300 x 50mm planks and cut them to 1800mm long to
create a 50mm overhang each end of the bench. Place
the planks on top of the frame and use a sash clamp
to secure the three planks together. Then use a ruler
to measure the 50mm overhang at one end and then
check the measurement at the other end. Use a bench
vice to secure the planks down on to the rails.

JJ Now

we need to screw the planks in. To do this we
are going to screw from underneath, through the rail
and up into the bench top. You need to secure each
board with two screws. The middle board will have
two 50mm from each end while the two outer boards
will have one 50mm from the end and the other on
the outer side of the leg. Do this on both ends.

HOW TO
BUILD A
WORKBENCH

Mitre 10 Handy Hints:
• If you wish to make a bench top that is higher
on the sides add another 75 x 50mm to each
side to allow this to sit up higher.

SCAN WITH YOUR
SMARTPHONE QR APP
OR VIEW ONLINE AT
MITRE10.CO.NZ

GETTING STARTED
Legs
JJ Cut

the legs to length. A good height for a bench is
900mm. Our benchtop is 50mm thick so we’ve pre-cut
the legs to 850mm.

Frame
JJ For

the frame, we’re using 3x2 rails that are 75x50mm.
The rails need to fit flush with the legs so we need
to cut a rebate into the legs so this can happen. To
do this, first mark out the rebate: at the top of the
leg draw around the rail with a pencil ensuring the
top of the rail is flush with the leg. For the bottom
rebate, measure 100mm up from the bottom of the
leg and mark with a pencil on the top where the rail
sits. This will be where the bottom of the rebate will
be. Draw another line parallel to this first line to mark
the thickness of your rail and then mark the thickness
of the rail on both sides of the leg. Square up all the
marks so it is clear what you need to rebate.

JJ To

cut the rebate, use a circular saw (or drop saw).
Adjust the blade to the depth of the rebate, then
use a series of small cuts across the width of the leg
to create fins. With a chisel and hammer, put a slight
indent along the pencil line on both sides of the leg
then snap off the fins by levering them from either
side with the chisel. To finish, tidy up your rebate with
the chisel.

Support Rails
JJ You

now need to put in the support rails. You’ll
need one to go across the width of the top of the
bench and one to go the length of the bench at the
bottom. Measure the distance in between the rails,
width and length, and cut your two support rails to
size. Screw into place with two screws at each end,
remembering to pre-drill your holes first.

Shelf
JJ Create

the shelf with the 200 x 25mm palings. Cut
these to the width of the bench. Lay out as many
as you can, flat along the base frame and then
measure the width of the gaps remaining. Divide
the total gap width by two and then cut your
remaining palings to this width – this ensures you
have two even palings on each end. The bench legs
are 90 x 90mm so you need cut this out of each end
of the outer palings so that they fit around the legs.

JJ Next,

pre-drill the screw holes to secure the palings
in place. They should be 25mm from the end of the
board and 35mm from each edge. Start at one end
and work your way to the other.

JJ Next,

cut to length each rail and side and cut a 45°
mitre angle on the ends of your rails. The bench is
1.7m long and 700mm wide so the rails should be cut
to these lengths to the end of the mitre points.

JJ Fix

the rails into place using the coach screws. The side
rails should have two screws at each end placed 22mm
from the inside of the leg and 15mm from the edges.
The end rails only need one screw on each end, which
should be in the centre of the rail (35mm) and 22mm
from the end. Remember to pre-drill the holes for all
screws before inserting them into place to avoid the
wood splitting.

JJ You

should now have the frame for your workbench.
Check it is square, by measuring both the diagonals.
The measurements should be the same. You can
straighten up if you need to by shuffling the frame.

Any serious DIYer should have their
own workbench. So why not use your
DIY skills and make your very own?
This workbench is sturdy so will last
for years to come.

Mitre 10 Handy Hints:
• Once the frame is made make sure you
measure the diagonals to ensure the frame is
square before putting on the top boards.

Limitation of Liability

This project planner has been produced to provide basic information
and our experienced staff are available to answer any questions you
may have. Because this planner is general in nature, neither your
Mitre 10 supplier nor their staff are responsible for the application
of these design principles in any particular case, as the contents of
this brochure may need to be modified for the particular site and
circumstances.
Mitre 10 is not responsible for the quality of work carried out on the
goods by the consumer and is not responsible for the design or
construction of any structure in which the goods are incorporated.
Where applicable consumers should ensure that they comply with The
New Zealand Building Code and/or Local Body Bylaws in respect of any
such structures.
Consumers are advised to call a qualified tradesman such as a builder,
electrician or plumber where expert services are required.
Mitre 10 will not be liable for any consequential loss howsoever arising
from the use of goods sold, nor for any loss caused by defective or
inadequate structures in which goods are incorporated.

For more Easy As Guides visit mitre10.co.nz

